
 

 

 

 

 

Wri�ng 

There are two main elements to wri�ng. The 

mechanical aspect which includes holding the pencil 

correctly, controlling it and the thinking element.  

 

Ini�ally, some children are emergent writers and 

communicate through drawings, making marks, line 

and shapes on a page. It is essen�al that these marks 

are valued and celebrated so that children see them-

selves as writers.  

 

Later children may use some sounds that they know 

and their wri�ng may s�ll not be in sentences or word 

like form. This is another stage of development and 

again needs to be encouraged. 

 

Wri�ng for a purpose is high on our agenda at school 

such as lists, labels, le ers cards etc. Please encourage 

your child to write at home!  

When wri�ng words we segment them into sounds 

and write each sound that we can hear. 

When wri�ng a sentence we say the sentence we 

want to write and focus on one word at a �me. We al-
so count the number of words in our sentences to 

check what we say is what we write.  
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Reading books 

 

The children will ini�ally bring home 1 reading 

book every week. They will have read/shared it 

with an adult in school. They need to read/share 

it with you at home and then together complete 

the comment and picture box.  

 

When we share a book in school we look at the 

cover, read the �tle and discuss what it might be 

about. We then look at the pictures in sequence 

and discuss what they show and talk about the 

characters, and the place where the story is set.  

 

We then return to the text and model how to 

point to each word when reading. Children can 

prac�se tracking the text as you read it 

together. Eventually this will enable your child to 

track the text independently.  

 

Phonemes and Reading 

 (the sounds that le ers or groups of le ers 

make in words) 

 
We say the sound that the le er makes in a word. The 

le ers have to be carefully pronounced, 

especially s, t, m, n and x. Le ers have a sound and a 

name. Le er names are the ones we say in the  

alphabet song. We learn the le ers and sounds of s, a, 

t, p, i and n first and then we use these le ers to make 

words.  

 

When reading and saying words, we split the word up 

into sounds (segment) and blend them back together.  

When we teach this, we say the sounds as a robot 

might and emphasise the individual sounds gradually. 

Then we merge the sounds together so the children 

can hear the word. 

We also develop a sight vocabulary. These are words 

that the children learn and will know when they see 

them. These words will be used o-en and some are 

‘tricky words’. The ones that do not ‘sound out’. 

 

  

 


