
 
 
 
 
 

Shape, space and measures 
. 
Children should be able to use everyday language to 
talk about weight, capacity, position, distance, time 
and money to compare quantities and objects and to 
solve problems.  They should be able to recognise,  
create and describe repeating patterns, such as col-
oured beads on a string.  They should use  
mathematical language to describe everyday objects 
and shapes.  
 
You can help your child by talking about quantities 
such as which cup has the most juice or least juice.  
Ask children to compare fruit, for example and say 
which is heavier or lighter.  Talk about who is taller and 
shorter. Look for shapes in everyday objects, such as 
squares, triangles and rectangles and also 3D shapes 
such as cubes, cylinders, cuboids and spheres. Ask 
children if they can name them and talk about their 
properties such as how many sides, corners or faces 
they have. 

 
Mathematics in 

 Reception 
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Mathematics Development 
 
Mathematics development is a Specific Area in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage.  This involves providing 
children with opportunities to practise and improve 
their skills in counting numbers,  
calculating simple addition and subtraction  
problems and to describe shapes, spaces and 
measures.  
 
Children’s understanding of number starts from birth 
and develops gradually. Babies as young as five 
months are aware of quantities, and notice changes in 
amounts of objects. Before the age of one year,  
children develop an awareness of number names, and 
with the right support from the adults around them, 
use these in their speech as soon as they talk.   
 
Numbers are all around us, and in the same way that 
we draw children’s attention to letters and words in 
the environment, we need to talk about numbers with 
them too. 
 

Numbers 
  
Children reaching the ‘expected’ level in the  
Early Years Foundation Stage (the end of reception 
year) should be able to count reliably from 0 to 20, 
place them in order and say which number is one 
more or one less than a given number.  Using simple 
apparatus, such as counters they should be able to add 
and subtract single digit numbers and also be able to 
count on or back using a number line to find the an-
swer.  They should also understand the words dou-
bling, halving and sharing. 
 
To help your child you could practise counting objects 
in everyday life. Always move the objects as you are 
counting them so that children learn one to one  
correspondence.  Try counting steps or coins when out 
shopping.  You could also ask your child if they want 
more or less of something so they begin to understand 
that ‘more’ means a bigger number and ‘less’ means a 
smaller number.   
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